Gavaging the infant lung.
An 8-month-old female infant was hospitalized for persistent bilateral infiltrates, failure to thrive, and tachypnea. An extensive diagnostic workup was negative, except for strong oil-red O staining of the white-turbid bronchoalveolar lavage fluid and borderline esophageal pH monitoring. Conservative treatment failed, and she was scheduled for gastrostomy and Nissen-fundoplication until the family physician found that the anxious mother was feeding the child forcibly, which caused chronic aspiration pneumonitis. The mother was given psychological support and was supervised, and the child recovered completely.